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• emphasises the autonomy of the learner

• the teacher's role is to monitor the 
students' efforts

• students are encouraged to have an active 
role in learning the language

• pronunciation is seen as fundamental

• uses a structural syllabus, and structures 
are constantly reviewed and recycled



• The choice of vocabulary: functional and 
versatile words seen as the best

• Translation and rote repetition are 
avoided

• Language is practiced in meaningful 
contexts

• Evaluation is carried out by observation



language itself “is a substitute for experience, so 
experience is what gives meaning to language" 

…grasp the "spirit" of the language (the way each 
language is composed of phonological and 
suprasegmental elements that combine to give 
the language its unique sound system and 
melody) and not just its component forms .



Silence
• to focus students' attention

• to elicit student responses

• to encourage them to correct their own errors

Teachers are still active:

• mouthing words

• using hand gestures

• encourage students to help their peers



Principles:
• Teachers should concentrate on how students learn, not 

on how to teach
• Imitation and drill are not the primary means by which 

students learn
• Learning consists of trial and error, deliberate 

experimentation, suspending judgement, and revising 
conclusions

• learners draw on everything that they already know, 
especially their native language

• The teacher must not interfere with the learning 
process

These principles situate the Silent Way in the tradition of 
discovery learning, that sees learning as a creative 
problem-solving activity.



An important part of this ability is being able to use 

the language for self-expression; students should 

be able to express their thoughts, feelings, and 

needs in the target language. In order to help them 

achieve this, teachers emphasize self-reliance. 

Students are encouraged to actively explore 

the language, and to develop their own 'inner 

criteria' as to what is linguistically acceptable.



Specialized teaching materials

• Cuisenaire rods (Maria Montessori )



• In the Silent way used to:

• to demonstrate most grammatical structures

• to show sentence and word stress, rising and 
falling intonation and word groupings,

• to create a visual model of constructs, for 
example the English verb tense system*

• to represent physical objects: clocks, floor-
plans, maps, people, animals, fruit, tools, etc. 
which can lead to the creation of stories told by 
the students as in the video 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvb2VFUK
Qv4)





• The method also makes use of color association 
to help teach pronunciation; there is a sound-
color chart which is used to teach the language 
sounds, colored word charts which are used to 
teach sentences, and colored Fidel charts 
which are used to teach spelling.



Fidel (spelling charts)



• The Fidel is a set of charts presenting all the 
possible spellings of each sound of the language

• was originally created for teaching native 
speakers to read with Words in Color.



Sound/color rectangles chart



American English Word charts



The End

Thank you!


